& SHIP'S SYSTEMS

Sculley 64

Curves in All the Right Places

By Dean Travis Clarke

hose who know Even the cabin windows —

Sculley’s lines from usually flat glass panels on

previous models will | most boats — have been
certainly notice how much formed to fit the contours
more shape the builder has of the cabin.
incorporated into its Sculley builds cold-
newest offering, the Sculley | molded boats using Okume
64. Everywhere you look, plywood and fiberglass in
you find radius curves. the hull, and vacuum-

SPECIFICATIONS

LOA 64'

BEAM 18'9"

DRAFT 5'6"
WEIGHT 70,000 pounds
FUEL 2,050 gallons
WATER 250 gallons

MAX POWER T 1,550-hp
Cat C-32 diesels
BASE PRICE  Price on request

Sculley Boatbuilders
Wanchese, North Carolina
252-473-6855

www.sculleyboatbuilders.com
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bagged Divinycell coring in
the superstructure. All this
contributes to the Sculley
64's sleeker profile and
excellent performance.
However, traditionalists,
rake note: Cerrain signa-
ture design features you've
come to know and admire
in Sculley’s boats are still
here, right down to the
high bow and radical turn-
down shear.

“We don't want to be
the fastest boar,” says
builder Jim Sculley. “We
want to be the most seawor-
thy.” Sculley built his repu-
tation building incredibly
seaworthy boats — though
they certainly aren’t slow,
either. In the flat calm of
the Intracoasral Warerway,
we topped out at 39 knots
turning 2,350 rpm.

We picked up the first
64 hull in North Palm
Beach on a clear day with
winds blowing a full 20
knots out of the north.
Anyone who has ever
fished Sailfish Alley off
Florida’s east coast knows
what happens in these
conditions. The north
wind meets the Gulf
Stream, and rhe seas seem
to stand straight up in the
air. Seas build and it gets
rough rarher quickly —
perfect sailfish weather
and excellent conditions
for testing a boat.

Performance

The owner of hull No. 1
plans to keep the boat in
the Caribbean and opred
Not to put any spray cur-
tains on the flybridge.
Needless to say, if the
Sculley turned out to be a
wet boat, we would imme-
diarely feel the conse-
quences of his decision. We
charged out of Lake Worth
Inlet into 3- to 4-foot seas
out of the northeast. As |
closed on the Gulf Stream,
the seas jumped up to 5-
and 6-footers. The 64 ran
smooth as silk at 30 knots
straight into it, and my sun-
glasses remained spotless.
Both up- and down-sea, |
found an interesting perfor-



mance L‘hil'['ill‘l'l‘l"l.‘if 1c: Th('.
bow never dropped into the
next wave 1"Ul IU\\'L'l'L'LI
rather gently, almost as if in
slow motion. I never felt an

impact. Time to plane was
about 10 seconds, although
the boar acrually planed
before the turbos spun up
to a full boost.

One aspect of the
Sculley 64 makes ir srand
out from other Carolina
boats: Sculley and designer
Steve French of Applied
Concepts Unleashed in
Stuart, Florida, offer a
much more moderate treat-
ment of bow flare. I found
the compromise berween
sharp entry/pronounced
flare and the somewhat
blunter Palm Beach-style
entry visually satisfying. It
still kepr its grear up-sea
Pel I“U] mance, '|ind \\'hl_'n
traveling down-sea the bow
lifted over waves better
than a sharp entry would.
As an added bonus, the
design affords considerably
more interior space in the

forward cabin.

When I cranked on the
“'IlL‘L'l 1-U| d h'\ll\] over
course change ar over 30
knots, the 64 leaned mod-
estly into the turn and
carved a most impressive
180-degree arc in about rwo
boart lengths. This boat
handles like an aggressive
teenager in heavy traffic.

Drifting beam-to in 5- to
6-footers — like you nor-
mally would while kire fish-
ing for sails — often proves
really uncomfortable for
those with queasy stomachs.
While the 5\.‘U“L‘\_' rolled,
the roll moment proved to
be long and gentle with no
snap transitions.

The designers kept fishing
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in mind from rthe first line
drawing. They know that
the boat's performance
when spinning on a fish or
backing down is equally as
important as how fast or
smooth the boat runs
while underway. No mat-
rer what I did to elicit a
negative performance
result, the Sculley exceed-
ed my expectarions.

Flybridge

Before | get into the
details of the flybridge, let
me say that one of my
overriding concerns on
any boat is safety. This
means providing a way to
get out of the water if you
fall overboard, properly
placed handholds, good
nonskid where needed and
crash pumps atrached ro
the engines. Some owners
give little thought to the
safety of the crew during a
mundane chore such as
washing down the boat.
Sculley does. A sizable lip
encircles the flybridge
both at coaming level and
halfway down, offering rhe
mate a relatively secure
place to stand when wash-
ing and drying the outside
of the bridge.

While there’s room for
a guest to squeeze behind
the helm seat, the posi-
tioning of the companion
chair needs to be changed
to allow the guest to
move from the back of
that seat to its front. A 3-
inch plarform affords an
excellent cockpit view, as
well as a view of at least
half the bow.

The apostrophe-shaped
guest seating area forward of
the helm accommodares 10
people quite comfortably.

Cockpit

The optional mezzanine
on the 54- and 60-foor
models comes standard on
the 64. All the compart-

ments here are custom-

built with stainless-steel
boxes in the refrigerators,
freezers, salon-step drink
box and Eskimo ice bin. Of
course, the entire cus-
romized cockpit layout
reflects the owner's wishes.
This particular hull sports a
refrigerated, in-deck fish
box that uses about three-
quarters of the cockpit
width and thart also doubles
as a 20-below freezer at the
rwist of a dial.

I personally feel that in
the current design, an
angler might have difficul-
ty clearing the corners
with a standard 7-foot
rod. However, ralks are
underway to both redesign
the chair to accommodate
the extra-wide cockpir as
well as round off the tran-
som corners to get a hir
more space.

The Sculley 64 also pro-
vides one of the most
expansive overhangs ['ve
ever seen. It's huge, with
built-in air conditioning
ducts over the mezzanine to
help keep you cool down in
the islands. The flybridge
helm, situated at the
extreme aft end of the
overhang, affords the cap-
tain an unobstructed view
of almost the entire cockpit.

The owner of hull No. 1
cruises as much as he fish-
es, 50 he opted for a less-
hard-core cockpit than
most fanaric fishermen
would. Sculley allows own-
ers to choose the standard
refrigerated transom fish
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box, livewell, undergun-
wale power points for elec-
tric reels and the like if
they want to do more fish-
ing than cruising.

The all-teak covering
board proved quite com-
fortable to brace against
while fishing — even with-
out coaming pads. The
gunwale met me at just
abour midknee, which

means it will hit most at
lower-thigh level.

Engine Room

I accessed the centerline
engine hatch by pushing a
butron for a pneumaric
servo that raised it up on a
ram. A separate button
controls the electric salon
door. Beam me up, Scotty!

The engine room just
might be my favorite com-
partment aboard the
Sculley 64. With almost 7
feet of headroom and
engines spaced far enough
apart that | could easily
walk between them without
turning sideways. Sculley
Awlerips every surface for
easy cleaning, and there's
almost enough room out-
board of the engines to
actually walk a circle
around them. Twin
Northern Lights generators
and a watermaker mount



against the forward bulk-
head; filters on the out-
board bulkhead and cockpit
chill box compressors are
mounted along the aft bulk-
head. You'll also be amazed
at the amount of dry storage
space down there.

Hull No. 1 boasts twin
Caterpillar C-32 turbo
diesels rated at 1,550 hp,
each coupled to
Glendinning electronic
controls. Bowing to reality,
Sculley also inserts a remov-
able centerline panel in the
salon floor to facilitare
removal of an engine if this
ever becomes necessary.

Accommodations
While nor dramarically
different, the salon layout
diverges from tradition just
enough to keep it interest-
ing. The huge galley, which
rakes up one-quarter of the
salon, sports Corian coun-

|
|
|

ters with cherry inlay
around the sink, a refrigera-
tor/freezer drawer under the
counter along the forward
bulkhead, and an obliquely
situated island/bar with a
four-burner cooktop and
two leather-clad barstools.
The entire port side
offers seating by virtue of a
leather L-shaped settee aft
and a dinetre banquette
just forward of it. The
entertainment center with
its hideaway, big-screen
plasma TV faces the settee.
Cherry seems to have
become the interior wood
of choice since good teak
has become so hard to ger
— but that doesn’t bother
me in the slightest. The
almost blond tone of the
shade-grown cherry screams
elegance, thanks ro the
superskilled craftsmen at
Sculley. The builder con-
tracts out only the tower,

'|

engines and electronics;
everything else Sculley
makes in-house. And I par-
ricularly loved the indirect
architectural lighting in
wooden valances in the
salon and throughout.
That, and the excellent use
of what on most boats
amounts to lost dead space.
The new owner proba-
bly has lots of kids come
along since he chose twin
overfunderberth guest cab-
ins to port that share a
head. The master stateroom
to starhoard wirh an
athwartship queen berth
gets its own private head,
and finally the forepeak
hosts an elevated double
berth affixed obliquely
along the port bulkhead
with a settee juxtaposed
that doubles as a single
berth. I'd guess headroom
in this cabin to be almost 8
feer. And, of course, there's

| storage under every berth,
as well as in several bilge
. compartments. To its cred-
it, Sculley finishes every
surface aboard. I found no
raw fiberglass anywhere.
- Sculley represents one of
[ the new breed of Wanchese
| boatbuilders willing to flout
tradition just enough to
take advantage of new
technology — without
making compromises in
performance or style.

Electronics
Suite

® Furuno Navnet

e [com M602 VHE (2)

* Furuno RD30 display

¢ Furuno RCV 1100L sounder

® Glendinning electronic
engine controls

* Maxwell windlass

® Simrad AP20 autopilot

® Garmin 3010C chart plotter
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