WWII craft
replica brings back
memories for
SEAL veterans

Boat builders from
Garlington
Landewser Maring,
designers from
Applied Concepts
and two World War |l
veterans talk about
the LCPR (Landing
Craft Personnel

Ramp) replica.
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Frank Meder, right, describes to Craig Cobourn how the waves tossed him around during World War |I. Meder helped designers at Applled Concepts
Unleashed of Stuart on & boat building project for the UDT Navy SEALs Museum in Fort Pierce.

B The landing
craft, assembled
in Stuart, will go
_on display at the
UDT Nayy
SEALs Museum
north of Fort
Pierce.
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STUART — Frank Meder's eyes
locked onto the freshly painted World
War Il landing cralt, and his thoughts
imstantly returned to a bullet-rnidden
scene 54 years ago in the South Pacific.

Though the air around him last week
was heavy with the smell of fiberglass
resin and fresh paint, Meder's mind
recalled the diesel fumes and the staccato
enemy gunfire intended to kill him and 19
others on the wooden vessel racing
toward a Borneo beach

As part of a Navy [rogman team
assigned o lead the 1945 assault by
Australian soldiers, Meder was familiar
with the left front corner of the 36-foot
landing craft carrying him and 15 other
underwater explosives experts,

Months of training inside the Landing
Craft Personnel Ramp. or LCPR. had
prepared Meder for one of wars most
dangerous missions. He was to drop from
the speeding boat, gather a 100-pound
bundle of explosives tossed into the waler
with him and swim to designated areas to
blow up landing craft obstacles, passes
through coral reefs or underwaler mines.

More than five decades after that suc-
cessful mission, the Port St, Lucie retiree
was on another mission Tuesday on
behalf of the UDT-Navy SEALs
Musgum Assogiation.

He and Bob Marshall, an Underwater
Demaolition Team veteran living in Vero
Beach. were assigned the task of inspect-

» ing the LCPR replica nedring complétion

at Garhington Landeweer Maring in
Stuart.

The non-motorized vessel is said 1o be
the only one of its kind in the world.
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